Co-existence of vasoactive intestinal polypeptide (VIP)- and cholecystokinin (CCK)-like immunoreactivities in thalamocortical neuron in the ventrolateral nucleus of the rat.
Cholecystokinin (CCK)- and/or vasoactive intestinal polypeptide (VIP)-like immunoreactivity (LI) was seen in many thalamocortical VL neurons which were retrogradely labeled with wheat germ agglutinin-horseradish peroxidase (WGA-HRP) injected into the frontal cortex of the rat. VIP- or CCK-LI was observed in 70-80% or 50-60% of thalamocortical VL neurons, respectively. Almost all of thalamocortical VL neurons with CCK-LI exhibited VIP-LI.